
Parks and Greenways Advisory Committee  July 14, 2021 
Town of Woodfin  3:00 p.m. 
 
Committee members present: Vice-Chair Lucy Crown  Bryan Messing 

     Anne Kaltreider   Coral Darby 

     Chris Bubenik   Kennedy Young 

      Gerald Green 

Committee members absent:  Chair Walt Brewer 

     Uta Brandstatter 

Staff members present:   Eric Hardy 

     Adrienne Isenhower 

Conflict of Interest: In accordance with G.S. 18B-201, it is the duty of every Committee member to avoid both conflicts of interest 

and appearance of conflicts.  Does any member have any known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any 

matters coming before the Committee today?  If so, please identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refrain from any 

undue participation in the particular matter involved. 

A. Call to order – Ms. Crown called the meeting to order at 3:04 PM. 

 

B. Approval of the Agenda – Gerald Green moved to approve the agenda.  Kennedy Young 

seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. Approval of the Minutes of the May 25, 2021 meeting - Coral Darby moved to approve the 

minutes as presented.  Gerald Green seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

D. Public Forum – No public comment. 

 

E. Agenda Items – Subcommittee Reports 

a. Communications and Marketing – Coral Darby provided a report for the 

communications and marking team.  She stated the team met on June 8th and discussed 

a committee charter and reviewed edits.  She reported a draft would hopefully be 

provided for the committee’s review for the next meeting.  She stated the committee 

discussed the importance of messaging and discussed ideas for assistance with survey 

distribution.  The committee also discussed a logo and Chris Bubenik shared that the 

subcommittee hoped to bring a recommendation back to the full committee at the next 

meeting. 

b. Project Management – Bryan Messing shared the committee met on June 8th and 

reviewed the draft charter.  He said they also discussed the job description for the 

Project Manager position which the committee provided to staff.  Mr. Messing shared 

the committee discussed the NOC visit follow-up and made a list of tasks to work on to 

shape the path for the incoming Project Manager.  Mr. Messing said the committee 

discussed the importance of being involved with the I-26 project.   

c. Task Force – Kennedy Young reported he had experienced communication issues with 

the task force, so he was not in a position to report.  Anne Kaltreider provided a list of 

facilities that had been added to the inventory to this point.  She shared the task force 

was planning to have more information for the next meeting and said the team would 

be more proactive in involving Mr. Young. 
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F. New Business 

a. Equinox’s report on survey results and determining impacts on design.  Equinox 

representatives introduced themselves and stated the purpose of the meeting today 

was to reach an agreement on recommendations, direction, and next steps for Riverside 

Park.  Jason Sieckel reviewed the vision and goals of the master plan.  He stated the 

three main goals of the park are 1) to become a premier urban whitewater and blueway 

destination, 2) to connect the park as hub for the Woodfin Greenway and to the 

surrounding community, and 3) to provide a welcoming and safe space to a diversity of 

users.  Mr. Sieckel reviewed the key features of the park master plan including parking, 

the large pavilion, the entry plaza, stairs and access to lower portion, the areas located 

on shore near the wave, and the wave itself.   

 

Riley Adams, with S2o, discussed the wave feature and explained how it would be 

designed.  Mr. Siekel continued with a review of the public survey results and stated 

overwhelmingly respondents chose the greenway as their number one amenity but 

restrooms and the larger pavilion were also very important.   

 

Mr. Siekel discussed the goals and aspects identified by the survey and shared 

connectivity, access and ecological focus ranked the highest, while telling a story of the 

French Board river scored the lowest.  He stated input from Woodfin residents was 

focused on the importance of access to the park amenities, keeping the park peaceful, 

have more land activities like bird watching and grills and water quality.  Mr. Sieckel 

shared that people want connectivity, shelter and restrooms, recreational activities, 

habitat restoration and river access with concerns focused on water quality, flooding, 

and avoiding a theme park feel and that the views varied based on residency.   

 

Megan Foy discussed design insights from the trip to Nantahala Outdoor Center.  She 

explained it is likely that only 1 out of 7 park users are there to get in the river.  She 

discussed consideration of fluctuations in volumes of visitors and that restrooms and 

changing stalls should be separate.  She stated play areas for kids are important and a 

site operator can be helpful to avoid user conflict with circulation patterns and 

designation of use areas.  Ms. Foy discussed feedback from a representative from 

USACE who indicated river impacts and diversion from the wave for certain users was 

important. 

 

David Tuch began a discussion regarding recommendations from the survey and 

possible discussion points.  The recommendations and discussion points included 

phasing, use levels, outfitters, wave design and additional amenities.  Mr. Tuch stated 

the recommendation for parking was the follow the master plan if additional parking 

cannot be accommodated.  Lucy Crown and Gerald Green discussed the need for more 

information on estimated number of people who would access the park.  Coral Darby 

shared accessibility was a concern for the neighboring landowners because the current 

park is overloaded on the weekends already.  Members from the Equinox team stated 
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there was concern about additional parking due to current utility easements and land 

availability.  Kim with Equinox discussed a task group to focus on parking and a few 

committee members voiced their interest in reviewing the parking plan.  Eric shared 

that the project manager, once hired, could spend time reviewing this item as well. 

 

Mr. Tuch shared the next recommendation following the master plan regarding open 

space versus developed space and the recommendation to have a wider greenway  

section through the park.  The recommendation is for that section of greenway to be as 

wide as 14’.  He also provided the recommendation that restrooms be separate from 

changing areas.  He shared a list of recommendations for additional amenities to include 

education, beach area water play, nature play/playground, night lights, train platform, 

seating near the wave, changing stalls, clean restrooms, boat storage and grills.  He said 

they are interested in further discussion about the items not included in the plan 

including concessions, outdoor showers, rental lockers, pump track, workout stations 

and boat rentals. 

 

The committee unanimously recommended removing parking from the list for further 

discussion, but agreed to include recommendations for open space versus developed 

space, constructing a wider greenway, and additional amenities as presented.  Anne 

Kaltreider requested that bike racks be added to the list of recommendations.   

 

Mr. Tuch reviewed questions regarding phasing plans, use levels and river access 

capacity, outfitters and food, wave design and users, and additional amenities. 

 

b. The additional agenda items were postponed until the August 2021 meeting. 

 

G. The meeting was adjourned at 4:58 PM. 


